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from Dutch Harbor (Milepost Operation) to Cold Bay (Project Hula)
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b) Milepost Operation 7*% Project Hula {Z

James D. Perry, “The Endgame That Almost Was: Roosevelt and the Defeat of Japan”
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Operation Milepost:
Expediting Soviet Intervention

October 1944 — Soviets requested aid for an attack on Japan
37 merchant ships transferred to Soviet flag as carriers

Soviets wanted 1,056,000 tons of supplies:

— 120,000 tons of 100 octane gasoline, 70,000 tons of automobile .
gasoline, collapsible storage tanks

— Food, clothing and hospital supplies

— 500 amphibious jeeps, 1,000 DUKW, 30,000 trucks
— 400 C-47 and 100 C-54 aircraft

— Escort vessels, frigates and numerous other boats

— 500 locomotives, 6,000 rail cars, 800 kilometers of rail
2M tons sent to Vladivostok in 1945 — 12% of wartime total
Shipments basically complete by Potsdam in July
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Project Hula:
Expediting Soviet Intervention

January 1945 — Admiral King notified USN commander in
Alaska that US would transfer 250 ships and craft to the Soviet
Union between April and December 1945

US had trained 12,000 Soviet crew in Alaska by September

Soviets received 149 vessels by September:
— 28 patrol frigates (=

— 24 minesweepers
— 30 large infantry landing craft
— 31 minesweepers

— 32 submarine chasers

— 4 four floating workshops
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d) Project Hula ((ERZIR) ) #FHlProject HulaldDNILAE D5
Project HULA required American and Russian sailors to work side by side in the largest and most ambitious transfer program

of World War I1. Its unique purpose was to equip and train Soviet amphibious forces for the climactic fight against Japan.
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INTO THE WAR AGAINST JAPAN:
MILITARY PLANS, 1941-1945
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Endgame: August 1945 in Asia and the Pacific

“New World Order”
Finalized at Yalta
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AD0AmelL0dam  Nightmares Beyone Atomic Bombe: Incing
e War witn Japan

At Yalta, FDR and Stalin reached an
understanding on the joint occupation of Japan

- Dr. Winara . fran *  Not a formal commitment!
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LABAMAZIIpM  Stalin's Strategy for Incing the Pacific War +  War Department studied two options:
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3243 pmoLB0pm.  Luneh ang Remares by Mk T. Weoer, 1. Soviets occupy Hokkaido

Curater, U.5. Navy Memarial Faunzatian 2

sacam-zi0pm. RGN RGOS SR Soviets occupy Hokkaido and Tohoku

* Still under consideration in August 1945 as
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* Soviets, like the Chinese, not necessarily
expected to reach Japan under their own power &
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Soviet-requested occupation zone north

of the line Rumoi-Kushiro
1280085691
LTI I In an August 15 message to President Harry S. Truman, Stalin
called for the establishment of a Soviet occupation zone in northern
Hokkaido above a demarcation line running from Rumoi to Kushiro on
the northeast coast and stated that “Russian public opinion would be
seriously offended” if he didn’t get his way. Through other channels
Stalin also prepared the groundwork for demanding a slice of Tokyo
as had already been achieved in both Berlin and Vienna. Truman flatly
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